
Cornelius N. Bliss Narrowly Missed Being President of the United States
Interesting Facts Revealed in an Interview Given Years Be¬

fore His Recent Death, but Never Heretofore
Made Public, Are Here Set Forth.
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FIVK years ag > 1 interviewed O
nellua Newton îuis«. The htti
then 44 ritten has \.on In piel

ever since, lîcfnre 1 could hurry It it

type Mr. Bliss asked me to defer its pi

li.ati.iti, haying: "Tlie tlBM has I

com«- to make publlG sonic <«f the thin

I told you.''
N.»r did it ever conic. In Mr, Blis

J.idgm«nt. He '»vas. nior-ovof. nn u

ounmonly modest man.an old-fashion
merchant in his dignity of manner,

f« urth Karl of «'hestcrfield in courte!
dto-s «and atmosphere. Klegant. 1 mig
call him. though delightfully simple ai

gincere. Ami strong, yet 1 saw his fli

i;»s fill with tears as h» talked Of Ifg
(us A. Hanna, ins dead comrade In i"«

t and his beloved personal friend.
«'ustodian of the Wat chest thrmif

four eaaapalgne f«»r the .Preelde'acy, finai

cler of the Hepulillcans «luring the hi

torlcal battle Of 1896, »ensured, to

mmted and challenged, he remained ¦

lent, though not because of fear toi

« » ratal himself. He thought, I dare sa

that every person who knew him l»<

Ueved him to l»o an honest man. T)

money «ame in. He paid It out to tr

committees. It was spent after leavln

his hands, .".ml spent honorably, he «ah

That was enough, for a merchant who.'
v ord in business was ns good .'is go!.
-end for the treasurer <>f the Bl*0»adwa
Tahenierle where he had worshipped fd
tmany years.

It waa in lf«n4 that Judge Alton I

I'arker, running on the Democrat!
ticket, accused the \U publicans of ac

».ping funds from large corporation«
Mr. Miss was question» «1. hut he sal

nothing« "SogJM day." he remarked t

Hie, "all the fa-ts will bo known. I ai

rot the person, however, t«. give ther

¦«nut at this time. When the truth 1

*tin«lerst<»nd th<- country will l.e dislllu

(Bionlzed with respect to a good man

.fallacies Which ha\e been accepted !>*-

cause they have not been explain««!. Th

newspapers insisteil thai Mr. Hanna ha«

fflO.OOO.'OOO the first time McKinley d-

feated Hryan. Tonserv :ttive men esti
.mated Mr. llnnnn's fund at |7,«90(>,«OOC
¦\\'e didn't have half that sum.

COST OF THE 1901 CAMPAIGN.
"It I wen- to till hOW little we spen'

in IQOA, when Pmrkot mus a candidato
Inejalnal Wooeevelt, the public would b

[¦urprtaed and pogglbly doubtful, The

IcontribUtlona to the national «-ommitte.
lii that year came «from about Uve th«>u-

gand buelneaa roncerna and individual-«.

,4*h':«l tome "'" 'h-m were almost Ingjgnlfl«
[«tant The ipeneee of the campaigns in

TV»»', and 1900 4v« r- very hug.-, it is true,
A l«>!iti« a! meeting was held in pra« ti-

cally «\«r'.- :. »iomI district tlirough«4iit
the United st.«t/.* «luring each <»f those

yeara Oratora had t«« »he hired and their
hotel billl and railroad fare liad to he

paid. Bealdea, it waa n«B«rreaaary to ee-

tabllgh and maintain ¦ «great publlahlng
hon.*'' tor the printing of documenta,
Nearl) ever* man who had a dollar was

|k »willing to apend 50 centa In trying t«.

<e h- cost of beating free silver was

m .lid not amount t«. $10,
UHJ.O00, not- t.. $7,(100.000. Money waa

jaid to me h) cominltteeg componed of
the fo«/emoei bualnaaa men of the ooto-
muniti.s In 4\ hi« h they lived. It cam«

from large plac«ea ami small placea, .front)
th« Emet and nom the West I never
eoiieite«! money myeelf. There are waya

of getting it without begging or threat¬
ening people with | gun. I have re

coived contrlbuUona end have returned
th.'tn. »m««. I oenl back a check f«»i
more than 110,000. We <ii«i not want t»
bo nude!' obligation- t«« certain men

Still. I SUPPOOe the belief is general thai
w» gladly tOQk all the funds which wen

offered. That has never been the cast

within ruv own « xpericneo."
S., ui after Judge Parker's charg*

against the managers «»f Mr. Rooaevelt'i
»campaign and his suboequent defeat .n
the polla be ami Mr. Bliss were state«!
si«i«> by side at a luncheon given la New
V«>rk. Boanobody blundered, but the In¬
cident turned out rn«>st happily. I 1ih«í
asked Mr. BliOS about his New largo)
farm, and that led him to speak of his«
unexpected meeting with th»» man whi
had attacked him ratlier savagely on th«
sttunj'.

"Ye*"," ho sa id, "I have about ninetv
a'res of land on the North BhrOWSbUrj
River, which i call Oceanic park. I hav<
been going there every spring, early It;
May. for thirty years. From there but¬
ter, OggS, milk ami {lowers com»» t<» ni>
town bouse in Winter, costing me, i hurt
no dotlbt, twice eg much as they ar>-

worth, i also own five Guernsey cows,

shortly after Um election In itxu i was

invite»! to a luncheon al the Chamber of
('«.miner« <.. given In compliment to John
Iforley, the English author and states-
ri.an.

AN ENTHUSIASTIC FARMER.
"Oddly enough, 1 was put down at the

table iK'Xt to JtldgO Parker, whom I
found to be ¡i most agreeable »nd In«
tereeUng pen-son. I was somewhat cm-

1,massed at lirst in hitting on a suita-

|ble subject for conversation, but we soon
fell Into livestock and farming. 1 learned
that he had fifty cows. After that «lis-

covery wo gpt along splendidly, when
I went home and told Mrs. Hliss that
Judge Parker was at my side all through
the luncheon, she smiled in some amuse-

ment. 'And what did you talk about?'
she usk'd.
"'Oh,' 1 answered, 'I talkeil about my

and he talkeil about his herd.' "

Thus, and altogether naturally and
also gracefully, I hope, Mrs. Wins is

brought Into tha present article, i in-

troduced the unprlnted lnt«arvlew i wrote

five years ago with these words:
"A woman, 's little woman, th»» daugh¬

ter of i Presbyterian elder and hard aa
adamant,' Senator Hanna mournfully
said in doocrlbing her, changed the rush
oi public events In this »country and

permitted Theodore Rooeevell t<> be
President of tho United States. She will
n««t thank me." 1 added, "for this rec¬

ognition of h» r »power in politics and the

great matters of ¦ nation, but history
should riot slur over or deny the facts,
even for B sensitive and retine»! woman

who asks no other dominion than her
own home."
Tho nomination of McKinley In 1900

was certain. No 'ther man was thought
of by the country. Tho delegate« to the

Philadelphia convention were, it can be
truly said, his personal friends. The
Vlce-Pn aldenUal nomination, however,
vas very tut from being settled. The
White House early In tha year had been

reticent, but «waa enger for William B.
Allison. Of Iowa.

It was McKinley'S pre« tlCO and strat¬

egy to gather about him nun whose
names Impressed the national imagina¬
tion, ii" told m" Immediately after his

THE LATE CORNELIUS N. BLISS.

election in 1806 that prosperity was to

be restored, mainly at first by an appeal
f«ir puhllc confidence, and that it was

i ii 01 «sary. therefore, to call into his Cab¬
inet the nhlest and m«'st respected COUn«

aellora within the Republican party, n«-

spoke to me of Allls<«n, saying he wanted
him t<» take the Treasury. The great
lowan was afterward Invited t«» <"ant«»n.
hut McKinley failed t«« persuade him to

leave the Senate. He waa more fortu¬
nate, however, with John Sherman.
Whether it was premonition ««r a plan

Is still a matter f»ir inter« sting specula¬
tion, hut hoth the Pregldent and Senator
Hanna laid down th*- principle before the
meeting of the national convention in
Philadelphia that the, Vice-President to
he choeen ought to i«e competent in tai-

enta, character, balance and training for
the succession. There had been n<> such
r<-«lulrements fr«»m that quarter In 1800,
Garret A. Hobart was g New Jersey
millionaire <»f limited ex<petience in the
eenice of the public. Up t<» that time,
It must he remember«-«!. McKinley and
Hanna had not earned the authority to
originate party pollcieo or do« trines,

in the open and .hearty manner that
was a «oust;'!:' f::- ::.-.- and often a

slio-k to the politician»1, who believed in
myotery« wuteneaa end «aecrecy, Hanna
t<»lil his friends that Cornelius N. Puss,
cotton merchant, «manufacturer ami
hanker. \««as his candidate for the place.
Th- etiquette of the situation required
McKinley to keep silent. While he pre¬
ferred Allls'-n. he would ha\e Joyoualy

I welcomed Miss, his solid parts and rép¬
utation, his dignity, his kindliness ami
his geographical location, as s fulfil¬

lment of all the conditions set forth by
Hanna anil himself.
Th»» bond between Hanna ami BUsi

'went bayond mere affection. They loved
'each other. I heard Janus A. »larfiell
utter his artlatlc and celebrated word
picture about th«> fragrant flowers red
and white roses I have always thought
he meant--that sometimes bloom on the
wall of política Ho had returned t"

Ohio that he might thank the Legislat¬
ur«' for electing him t<> the I'nit« «1 Mates
Senate. His thought s«> beautifully ex¬

pressed describes tha tender friendship,
the brotherly reiaUona that existed be>
'tween Bliss and Henna. Their acquaint«

Custodian of Republican War Chest Admitted It Cost a Lot
to Defeat Free Silver, but Not Seven Mill¬

ions, as Was Reported.

anee, begun in the moll of politic»,
to th- clogegt anil most intimate of tr

cullne aF.siK'iatlons.
Kven ko. Piia.s resiHled Hanna s i

I «se t<« nominate him for VI« e-Pr« sld«

Having egCaped from the Cabinet

returned to his business and home

NOW York, he stopped his ears to H

na's pleat? an«! reasonings. The d«

gates «gathering in Philadelphia w

Hannas men. H- held then in his <»

right of leadership as much as in

right of the President, whoee ag-nt

wag. In the first h«»nrs of the i«>nv

tion he <»uld have voted them as

willed. Moreover, back from Cuba, w

his ROUgh Hi«!«.«. H«»'s« -v« It «as ('<

«.nun' of New fork. i'«ti«l was amhiti«
to bo Oovernor again. At that mom»

Hannas power was surrem«'.
After dayi and nights of pressure, g

In the weartneea <«f spirit that con

from battling With a friend Hllss wa

er«'«l momentarily. "I should sacrlt'

my home," he t"l«l Hanna, "but if M

puss ronaente, I'll yield."

WHEN HANNA WAS BEATEN
"Your answer." Mr. Hanna said.an»

use hi:? words just as he gave them

me."puts the case entirely beyond n

reach. Mrs. P.liss would scarcely sp«-;

to me after you «vent Into the Cabin«

believing me to blame. If she is to «1

Clde, you will not be n«»m!nate«l."
From that hour on it was rtoogeveil

a happy disorder that alm«»st «-«Iged
violence. Those | .-is«ma win» knew tl

hidden currents which flowed henea

th.- aurface <»f éventa at .PhlladelplUa a

sure In their opinion that Hllss. tinwil

ing t». take his wife back Into the |>u!
II« Ity and confusion she abhorred, pi

away the opportunity that would ha«

made him Preshlent.
The friends never spoke of the matt«

but once aft«'rward. McKinley «l»-a

Hanna hastened to Washington. At tl

hot«! Bilge waa waiting for him In soi

r«>44\ The two men. so much alike an

yet 00 unlike, «lashed hands In silène«

When th«y were In the elevator Banni
gaunt with sleepless nights and a heav

lu-art, turned to miss and quietly aske.i
"Have you thought what might hav

been your place to-day?" There was n

p» spouse. Ami s«« tin» subject died in al

future conversation between them.

THOUGHT HE WAS THROUGH.
. After BfcKlnley'a first -lection th-r«

was talk that 1 might he called into tin

admlnlatratlon," Mr. niiss aald t<> m«

when I interviewed him. "Mr. Hanir

favoi-d the suggestion. 1 supposed
however, that I was done with publh
affairs. In January, following the elec¬

tion, I Waa invited to Cleveland, and

apent aeveral «lays at Mr. Hanna'.«
hfiiise. Mr. McKinley was th« r- at the

j time, «m the morning of tlie a»«und day
he »ame «nit of the library, holding a

lettW in his hand. It was to John
Shet man. he informed me. and was a

i-iiuest that Mr. Sherman accept the of¬
fne of Set r-t-iry of State in the Cabinet
just forming.

"1 Hiring my visit in Cleveland I was

a*-k«'<i by Mr. McKinley t«> «become **¦.

l.tary ot the Navy. « m my return to
N". w York I c« naulted my family and
business friemis and decline»! the honor.

Going to Washington a few days before
Mr. McKinley was inaugurate«!. I was

told by Mr. Hanna that all the «'abinet
offices but <»ne hail been filled. He an«!
«ithers began to pr.-ss me again. I re-

Basted all »lac. Thal night, with grea

relmtanie an»l lg m i« !i tatigi,.-. -,

rendered s»> far as to say to Mi. Haong
I»" an \ »>ii pleas»»
"Next morning Mr. McKinley Bent foi

mo from his hot» I i>n my entering th«
nom he introdu» <l me to several m.-r
as the r.cw Se» rotary Of tbs Int. r r lr
a few minutes Benatoi Thoenas C. Pla*j
rapped an«l was admitted. I was mtry
duced to him.though I knew
course-as ! i>.ad i.» an Introduced to Kg
others.

.. 'i su», pose,' Mr. M Klnley wt nl
say, with a gra« ¡oust.» ss of f.y. ,iruj

he smj loj . »I on certain «» asioag
that the «hob.. ,,f Mr Bill |
Mtigfftetory to you

" 'It is,' Senator Plait replii.l.
"I helli-ved then, as I » .luv- p¦¦.-,- ..,-

Mr. McKinley brought Senator »Platt ;,nd
myself together purposely to put hi»

'Pi.-stiori in SO public an»! open a man«

nor that Senutor Platt, there In mj prag»
ence, would have b»»n greatly en.bar«
ras8ed had he mad»- ¡my other answer,
"'Mr. Thomas «'. Plait,' I had Q*tM

said, a_d my words wars printed, «me.

times acts 00 as to make It itni
foi self-reepecUng man to be aseo

with him. sven in a worthy purpose.' At
all avants, w. «'.her «>r not Mr. M»
planned t«« make ¡t Impossible for
Piatt to oppose my appointment, i arm
pKimptly conrtrm'd th" r.«xt day In th*
Senat»/'
"You were in office at the declara! r.

<>f war with Spain.' I sai»l to Mr

TRIED TO PREVENT WAR.

"I was. President McKinley,
¡member <«f his Cabinet, and Mr. Henna,
. i am glad t«» remember, «n«i all that wat

pOOgfblS t" prevent war. Th.» S» hat»-,
hoaraver, was eevagely bollla
Every »lav Senators storm« «i at the rr. ---

¡dent t»» semi a massage to Congress that
woubi compel Spain t«. right the United
states. H«» employed ail hla skill and
Influence to defeat th.- nennte, but tho
war spirit in the country 1*000 higher and
higher, ami th" Senators, reining »n-

couragement from th»- watching
sentiment, grew Sericer and th

"On ranching the White House one

morning I noticed men star..bug in
groups ami talking in w hispir«. I »asked
for the President and wi told that ho

[was walking in the garden. My btsal«
n» ss being unimportant i a

lenVS when I was asked t" go and s-

him. I found him pa«-ing back and forth

In th»> long pnth aiipuig the trees on th»;

¡north side ««f th-- executive Mansion.
His hands were Ingpsd an«l lis bead WOt
lient upftn his breast.

T approached and he motioned me to
his side. We walked In sUencs for s»>m

'time, ami then i mentioned the bustnssa
that was In my mind. Hut he did not
h«»ar me. His face was drawn and gray.

To and fr" we tramped, i venturing, t»»

hay tu» mOTOi and he In the mute agon/

of a combat with himself I thought of
that scene in a garden n.»ar the brook
of K« »it«»ti. when Another osetataned:
'My s»»ui is exceeding sorrowful, oven

¡unto death.' By and by th» Président
took a long breath and, turning t« me.

¡said: 'Let us g" in.' The day f

ling the war m>-ssage was read in COUP

jgress."
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Queer Little New York Farm That Has Grown To Be Worth Twenty Millions of Dollars
Mow Trustees of the Phila

thropy Called Sailor
Snug Harbor Face

a Legal Puzzle.

Tin: lernt <.f the Ball«
tump. Th< y w,

to i«»- usinessllke. Thai
wbel thing will
tl rd the court to tell th«
Th'-y wish t«.

fssl v left to their eara
tl . 'i ol dell

yeai iK v.«iu».l .ii ovi

sas.am. The) irt to
gti .-i thetn aof »a

m ry ITalra
t1 a »Randall > atete, in x\> « <>f i

Haï »Util will d t may
don«- with ecreleratioi and Impunlt'
"» ether, in It thee» trust".

who have beei med by A
! Standall and arged s Ith Ote i.

of carrylni
StOpI I" I value of lh»

«esteta from d<
arty Hss bstw« n «tth and l«8th
avenue a»

it is a piquen' altuatlo - "f tl

tru"-
«Serl'SUS, but

»tat tat "r humoi
latter a>. g.-tnrg tl
»of Us

It h
o»'tiH' way for

¦
. f some

<>r a« a rSW*U~d :¦¦: -¦¦¦.-,¦ mi I

».. « Ko: the tl
will, mus)
N.w York, »b« «president ol th-

Of »'on ".el CO. th« «Jidl » -H-

d» a< of tie Mai Im »Bo» let* t the
>'. s fort
« .-pat Church ei
Pt- « .. _n ci i. Ity. ii» sh«
stipulât« d the »

the City R«
n>» ft
.«¦.. Ir. A. Barton H

i. .m,, « ni of 'hamber ol » lora

m» " .. ht Into .

truotee of I by th-
t'lin- «>f the will, whethei be mig wtat
to beconw "i nol and q

gardk aa ol whethei hi* othei dul
¦.at '. ol «|

1.1 on iilin aa presidí Na¬
tional Tank mlghl I DUl l<- him I«, «

oiiifor! from that Indubitable
jn.« .

' n bow «ri¬
diculous it la said Mi Hepburn s tow

that thai man, HI
could Mr H n

].!.»'. ¦] bii . -i as

\h< |.'. 'so.i vv :, H | orth ol
i

of Mr.
Randall's estate. Why, i wouldn't do the
work th«i a» truotee i am comp
do it «. n't the

risht. i y the teirms of Mr. Randall'e will,

tod. atraagi,

«arhes ..
this

thin..
"iiul that || n«ji tliv v\ui--t v-i A,' coa-¡

i Mr, Heph rn. "The s¡«liot i Snug
Harbor la a wonderfully flne charity, and

gnj right minded man is bound to be proud
to know that an institution of that kind Is

performing so many good offices aa a reaull
«>f an Amerlran'a generoalty. The unfortu¬
nate thing aboul the situation, from the
point of view of a man like myself, who is

lied to do Ma bear] s icceoafully toi

in 1«/>1 he left an extremely sh««rt will, an

apple orchard, a pair of gold BleOVe but¬
tons. B g"l<l watch, sho'-hu.kles an«l kti«-«
buckles of a material not sp»-> i(i-«l, a few
pounda annuity to a few nephewa and
nl«< s, and instructions that all his Just
debta, "f which them were »probabty not
many outstanding, h<- being a methodical
man, should be paid Immediately. The

and worn out sailors." That statement
might s« «ni to be clear. And yet the trim-
teea \4 « r«- compelled to call upon a well
known lawyer a few «reara ago for an

««pinion answering the question, "What Is a
sailor.'" Th«» commerce «if the «ta whs no

longer wholly in charge of companln and
Individúala who operated sail véasela The
firemen and tin- engmeen <«f ateamahlpa
were applying for the beneflta of Mr. Eton«

!«].His charity. Could the trust-.:, recog¬
nise these, and other men who earned their

i living on sea-going craft other than sail-

f/AIN HALL, SAILOR'S SNUG HAR¬
BOR, ON STATEN ISLAND.

buaJiH aa of the catate, is that.,
after having me to the mast from
HO yeara back, Mr. Randall llea me band
;illii loot .ii-.»»¦ thai nig 44iii ahowa to a

,,.,,,;,, degré« boa totallj un«t*on
M Randall wai of the prohal lllty.
i,,,,,,.. .n that th«
of New Vorh «would grow, He left ., >m.«ii

farm; II Is non tremendoualj valuable. Ilia
,,,,: pro* a ontlngenc*

dance »Ait' buei»
nt, th- truatcK i aho ild Improve

ang« d iioin i» |ng an

orchai .' the s*»et sol 44 »*».

.,. heart of
Ml nh.1 U.i

v,. abo ild n» t ol th« property
for enough ¦" erect up-io-ua'- atructurea
,,, 1( place b illdingi no« r« ad aJnaoal i"

tumble down. Thla arould «jeera t.. be ««.tn-

mon aenae Bu* .'"' "" !,">|,,i* enUtled
,,, «if.mm..!, «jenae, a« cording to lb«
will? We «want the eourta to lei us knoa

B «Robert Richard itandalli t>.<»., died

m

EXTERIOR SAILOR'S SNUG HAFt
BOR, ON STATEN ISLAND, AND
SOME OF THE INMATES.

apple orchard la now In the bsari oi n» »v

fork City, ami the land, without the build«
bigs, la vnia.«i ,«i jrt.-i" i«¦» it in BMneged
bj lb» trustoea «>i the Batter*! Bnui Her.
ot
T.n will »».i m the Bettor/a Snug Harbor

«. ond K led f"i tie i«" «poo«, ol
"maintaining and supporting aged, decrepit

boots? M «sea i problem The livea <>f
the trust»« s, by the wav, have been full of
problem«.
The lawyer rendered his decialon, only a I

few yeara ago, remember, adversely to the
clelma offered by the ongtaeera and 'ire-
men. He Mid lu the interprétation of wills
the testator should be deemed to have

MA? OF PROPERTY IN THE CITY
OF NEW YORK BELONGING TO
THE TRUSTEES OF SAILOR'S
SNUG HARBOR.

..niph.ve.i words in their ordinary primary
meaning, Thors were no steamships in Mr.
Hand.ill's day. therefore h\ th»- term "sail-
tare" the testator meant common xalloi*.
Bald the lawyer, Who In the sea phi«««' lire
before the mast |g raSSOhl pr««pell.'»l byaails.
This did not seem to be an «'pinion

wi'i-thv of long guiding th»» ilustres, »o
. h»'> employed another law ver, and g"»
just as learned a étalement from Mm to
the effect that sailors Were men \\no fol
lowed the sea. Some years hence, a trus-
t»'c sai«l a few «lays ago. ths t>im "SSlkM
m.iv be construed t«» Include the man w he
tiles Ils craft through the air
Then in th» matter of "ageti, <!» « repit and

woraout" aalle**-*, aa rsfsrved to la the win
th»- truoteoa sskad their c«ounssl aomo tins

"Musi tins.- three quailflcatlona este
in combinetlon, «u- may any one of theei
Itema aeraratel* conatltute eligibilityV

a win may aeon* awfully caaer, bul bifound hard for truotees to understand.
críala hat iusl arisen thai hai «techtod thtrtMtees t«« ask the «ums t«> help thesa,i«i in » »uni« ii« u with the roms kg of MiHepburn, sa qiMt«ad ,ii»«v. The Bailor'
snug ii.i¡ or, «"i statin Island, now baa v

h ni.it-1,
« «win;; t" t! e n;«u. M lesa <!ilapi'lat«-«l , on

dltlon of the majority ol the bulldtess «>
it« Maahattaa property the income of thIn titutii n la only -' 1-.' per «cut a yogEven bo, ths Incoma amounted to $.">(h»,u

v.-,,i Enough, Of >"iusc, to «aie |.
1.*».»«>. InatSgd Of IN men Perhaps tl1,104 «..illors w«»ul«l not have all of tl

ii . i thai theea at prssonl Ig the Harbi.!!.¦ glad i»i enjoy. Hi' th- point Is th
« n un i.i advera . i h\«.i»ui -auditionsthe piopcitv tin- ui« «'ir«- i.« a greet daI more than «jufSctent i" caro for all appl¿«canta that coma under the terme of n
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